Cuddington Parish Plan

A report prepared for the Parish Council
on how Cuddington
can build on its respected position as
a thriving village and adapt for the future
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Cuddington is an award-winning village in which 545 people happily reside. It lies above
the Nether Winchendon Valley, with the River Thame at its base, and is surrounded by
the attractive landscape of the Vale of Aylesbury. The heart of the village is designated
as a conservation area.

The oldest building in Cuddington is the church of St Nicholas that is situated near the
centre of the village. Within the church, records show the names of vicars stretching
back to the 11th century. The village is also notable for the many houses and boundary
walls that are made out of wychert. This material was made out of local clay mixed with
chopped straw and stones and the walls were built on a foundation of rocks called a
“grumpling”. This type of building material is found only in Cuddington and three
adjacent parishes.

Cuddington has a thriving and vibrant community. A school, pub/restaurant, church,
village shop/Post Office and village hall lie at its centre and are all well supported. The
annual fete attracts thousands of visitors each year to the village and is recognised as
being amongst the very best in the county.

The Parish Plan is an attempt to not only celebrate what is good and right for today but,
to look at what the needs of the future will be in order to shape it for the generations to
come. This project was initiated by the Parish Council, through a steering group of
representatives from the community and with input from the Buckinghamshire
Community Action organisation.

Cuddington and Its environs
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Inspiration for the plan has been drawn from the following:

A public open day, where residents were invited to give their own views, and
wider public consultation on fete day

Feedback from a house-to-house questionnaire and consultation on a draft plan
Input from the Traffic Action Group (TAG)
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The purpose of the Parish Plan is to seek, rather than to impose, solutions to issues
affecting the village which were highlighted in the feedback. The accompanying
recommendations will be recognised by both Aylesbury Vale District Council and
Buckinghamshire County Council.

Finally, this Parish Plan is not to be regarded as an inflexible document; the intention is
that it should be subject to review and revised regularly so that it remains relevant to the
community’s aspirations and needs.

Below are some of the comments written anonymously on the parish plan open
days:

We need parking
for the school
urgently.

A very friendly village
with lots going on —
don't try to change it.

Could we have a
movie hut with beds?

A one-way system in the village
needs to be seriously considered.

No to street lighting, yes to
more trees and anything
else to retain the rural
atmosphere of the village.

Its greatest
assets are
its people.

There is not enough for the young
people in the village to do.

A one-way system in the village
would turn it into Brands Hatch.

The Friends
from St
Nicholas do a
wonderful job.

A good haircut at Denise’s
followed by a pint in the pub, what
more could you want?

Who carved up my bank on
Tuesday? It was supposed to be
strimmed.

The village shop and post
office are essential. How can
we best support them?




Cuddington could very well be described
as the quintessential English village. It is
a compact village surrounded by farms,
farmland and two local estates,
Waddesdon and Nether Winchendon.

The latter owned a large proportion of the
111 houses in the village at the beginning
of the 20™ century, most of them built out
of local witchert or brick under thatched,
tiled or slated roofs. In the last 100 years
the housing stock has more than doubled
and today numbers 242.

Most of the increase is attributable to
rented housing which was built by the
Rural District Council in the post-war

District Council. There have also been
instances of unauthorised building and

A typical example of some of the
older housing stock in Cuddington

years. The majority of these houses have
been transferred to private ownership and
there are now only 32 still owned by
Aylesbury Vale DC, of which 16 are small
bungalows. The rest of the housing
growth has been created by infilling,
mostly with higher-priced four or five
bedroom houses.

Some recent developments in the village
have been badly designed, overdeveloped
and most worryingly approved by the

An example of a recent controversial
development within Cuddington

these are currently the subject of
enforcement action.

The village has a large conservation area
which affords extra protection to the
character of the village by imposing strict
criteria for any development within it.
There are many listed buildings, mostly of
them Grade I, which have further legal

At recent Parish Council meetings there
have been many comments about the lack
of affordable housing in the parish and the
perceived need for new homes for either
renting or shared ownership. In order to
try and establish how accurate this was,
the parish council teamed up with the
Rural Housing Trust in March 2004 and
delivered a survey form to every
household in the parish. The response
rate was well above average.

This survey revealed that 69% of
respondents wanted to see additional
housing in the village. Most felt housing




for young people would be more appropriate, although there was also support for
housing for older people and for families. The majority preferred rented as opposed to
housing for sale or shared ownership.

The survey identified two households with a current housing need and nine more with a
future need (within 5 years). Of these, the greatest need is for first homes for young
people and couples.

Recommendations

R1 To identify potential sites for an affordable housing
scheme and select the most appropriate.

R2 To appoint a housing association to negotiate the
purchase, secure planning approval and develop the
selected site in conjunction with the Parish Council.

R3 To complete the development within 5 years.

R4 To produce a design statement detailing the type, size
and design of new homes to be built in the parish to ensure
that these meet the needs of the village.

R5 To submit the design statement to Aylesbury Vale DC
to be taken into account when determining planning
applications.

R6 The Parish Council should apply vigorous pressure on
Aylesbury Vale DC to protect the conservation area and to
pursue diligently enforcement action on illegal
developments.
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Cuddington Village Stores and the Post
Office are recognised by everyone in the
village as playing a central role in the life
of the community. With the exception of
public holidays, the shop is open 7 days a
week.

Denise the Hairdresser is an equally
valued part of the village, not just as a
hairdresser but also as a focal point for
publicising village social events. It draws
customers from a wide catchment area as
well as from Cuddington itself.

&

The Crown public house is a very
successful and highly-regarded pub and
restaurant, which is valued by local
people as well as those who come from
further afield. It features in the 2005
editions of The Good Beer Guide
published by Camra, Michelin’s Eating out
in Pubs, The Which? Pub Guide and the
AA'’s Britain’s Best Country Pubs for Food
Lovers.

The village hall was given to the village by
the Spencer Bernard family of Nether
Winchendon in the 1920s and is owned by
a board of trustees.

The hall is well-used by the village for
public events and is also frequently hired
for private parties and functions. A
number of clubs and activities are held in
the hall regularly. These include short
tennis, drama classes, a monthly Sunday-
morning youth club run by the Church,
keep-fit and yoga classes. The AVDC
Theatre in the Villages events during the
winter of 2004 were well-received with
good attendance.
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The school has approximately 50 pupils
aged between 4 and 8 years. Itis
currently cited by the Department for
Education as one of the top 100 primary
schools in the country. Its reputation
means that it draws pupils from a very
wide geographic area. These out-of-
catchment pupils have ensured the
continued viability of the school.

The church in Cuddington is vibrant and
plays a very active role in the life of the
community. There is a service at 10.00
am each Sunday, once a month this is a
Family Service and there are special
activities for children during the service on
other Sundays. In addition there are two
other more traditional Communion
Services each month and occasional
Evening Services.

Other activities include four suppers a
year, a weekly coffee morning and there
are five fortnightly groups (three for adults,
two for teenagers) aiming to help
members grow in their faith. The school
holds a morning assembly for children and
parents in the church every month.

Many of Cuddington’s clubs and societies
hold their meetings here. ltis also
available for private hire. The picture
above shows it being used as the focal
point for the Jubilee celebrations in 2002.

There is weekly service at the Methodist
Church at 5.30pm on Sundays.



updated regularly and notices of events
are also posted in the windows of the

village shop and hairdresser. The viability

A free newsletter, Village Voice, is hand of a village website is being investigated.
delivered to every house in the village. It

is published monthly and is very popular. , +

The parish magazine, shared with other

churches in the parish, is also available The nearest library is in Haddenham. A
free on a monthly basis. There are also mobile library visits the village once every
two notice boards in the village which are two weeks.

Recommendations

R7 To ensure that we all actively support these amenities
and play a part in their continued success

R8 To conclude the on-going research into setting up a
village website

R9 To consider selling local fresh produce either at a
Saturday market or through other means




The safety of people who live and visit
Cuddington is of prime concern to
everyone who lives in the village and one
particular area that requires constant
attention is “road safety”.

At the Annual Parish Meeting held in
2002, a decision was made to form a
working group of the Parish Council to
analyse the traffic problems facing the
village and recommend solutions. The
working group is named the “Cuddington
Traffic Action Group” (TAG).

The TAG team consulted extensively with
villagers, the traffic management section
of Bucks CC and the national body, the
Transport Research Laboratory (TRL). It
also organised a number of detailed traffic
surveys to measure both the volume and

Traffic being surveyed at the
crossroads

speed of vehicles passing through the
village.

In February 2003 TAG prepared and
presented its findings to the parish
council, BCC and TRL:

The speed of vehicles passing
through the village has been
identified as one of the main
dangers — the surveys showed that
55% of the traffic was travelling
over the speed limit as it went
through Cuddington! The risk of
an accident is very much
exacerbated, at the central
crossroads, by an adjacent blind
corner on the Aylesbury Road.
This is the point used extensively
by adults and children crossing the
C56 to go to the village shop or to

the village school or to catch the
buses into Aylesbury or to the
senior schools.

The 30mph signs are too close to
the building-line of the village and
there is insufficient differentiation
at the entry points. This situation
results in vehicles continuing their
journey through the village at far
too high a speed.

Some of the older properties in the
village do not have their own off-
road parking. On-road parking can
cause considerable problems, not
only for other cars but for
emergency vehicles and lorries.
Short-term parking around the
crossroads by patrons of The
Crown and walkers, who bring
their cars to the village, often
causes visibility problems from the
lesser roads connecting with the
C56.

Scenes of parking congestion

Too many heavy goods vehicles
pass through the village on their
way to Long Crendon.
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and the A418.

Crendon.

Crown Corner.

through Village Voice.

addressed.

Recommendations

R10 To introduce one or two speed activated signs at
strategic points to draw drivers attention to the speed limit.

R11 Through Bucks CC’s county-wide speed review
committee press for the 30mph signs to be moved further
from the village. Additionally, to introduce phased speed
reduction signs into Cuddington by having 50 and 40 mph
limits on the approach roads from the neighbouring villages

R12 Install wychert ‘gateways’ at the side of the roads at
the entry points to the village to provide clear and obvious
identification at the points where vehicles should be
travelling within the speed limit. Also install different road
surfaces at the entry points to the village.

R13 Remove mention of Long Crendon from signs
directing traffic through Cuddington and direct this traffic
down the A418 to Thame roundabout and then on to Long

R14 A mirror has been sited at the crossroads to enable
drivers to have vision round the blind corner when
approaching from Dadbrook. Monitor effectiveness.

R15 Consider further white lining at points where parking is
dangerous. This has been carried out successfully on The

R16 Continue to work with Bucks CC on other road safety
measures and also continue to publicise the work of TAG

R17 There is a range of parking problems within the
village and there is a consensus that these need to be

% ]

A mini roundabout at the crossroads has
been suggested, on more than one
occasion, by Bucks CC. They have now
accepted that there is insufficient space
to install one. In addition, the cost to the
village would be large and street lighting
would be required.

11

Moving the ‘stop lines’ further forward at
the top of Dadbrook, to assist visibility,
has been shown to be ineffective.

The installation of physical traffic calming
measures (similar to those in Long
Crendon) is still an option despite the
very high cost and the requirement to
have on-road distinct ‘gateways’ already
in position.
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Buses: The village is served by Arriva,
with routes to Aylesbury and Thame. The
service is infrequent and runs only
between 06.00 and 18.30 hours Monday
to Saturday. At the beginning and end of
the day, the service is hourly but runs

every two hours during the rest of the day.

School buses take pupils to the nearby
middle and secondary schools.

The service that travelled via Haddenham
was withdrawn in 2004, as it was deemed
to be uneconomic. Haddenham provides
the nearest health facilities, library and
pharmacy. Despite this, the bus usage
was marginal and not regular.

The buses are supplemented by the
Friends of St Nicholas Church who
operate a transport scheme for anyone

needing to get to local shops, hospitals
and so on. Other voluntary organisations
also offer lifts, plus Dial-a-ride and local
private hire vehicles.

Trains: From Haddenham-Thame
Parkway station, Chiltern Railways
provides a frequent service to London and
Birmingham, and stations in between.

Taxis: there is an operator in the village
running two cars. Other operators can be
found in Haddenham, Thame and
Aylesbury.

Cycle Routes : There are no cycle paths
either in or from the village, and no off-
road recreational trails. A particular
concern is the hazardous nature of the
Cuddington / Haddenham road, where it
crosses the A418 at Kings Cross.

A lone cyclist at Upper Green in the
1920's

Cyclists in Cuddington today having to cope with

12

the heavy volume of traffic.




Recommendations

R18 Establish a dedicated off-road cycle way to
Haddenham and Haddenham-Thame station. This could
link with the proposed Haddenham — Thame route.

R19 The Aylesbury — Stone cycle route could be extended
to the junction of Low Lane with the A418 by upgrading
the existing footpath (which anyway needs repairing)

R20 Seek permission for cyclists to use the track from
Upper Green to Nether Winchendon

R21 Identify a location for a recreational off-road mountain
bike trail

R22 Consider if part of the surface of any existing bridle
ways could be improved to make them more easily used
by cyclists, especially in winter when at times they can
become impassable.

R23 Lobby for the introduction of “Bike and Bus” schemes,
particularly to Haddenham station

R24 Lobby for more access for cycles on trains

13




4 +

Cuddington is surrounded by farmland,
some of which is owned by large
landowners who farm intensively and
some by farmers who practise less
intensive farming methods concentrating
on good quality grazing for cattle and
sheep. The village is very compact, there
is no ‘suburban’ industry, light or heavy,
and the village values its rural roots.

Within the village there are a number of
open spaces:

The allotments — on which a number
of residents grow produce

The playing fields

Two village greens
The village is well known among the wider
community for its excellent footpaths and

bridle paths. Many people come into the
village to commence their walks from

Cuddington. A large number of these
paths have been planted with trees
bought by the community.

The village has no street lighting. This is
an issue about which some residents of
Cuddington hold strong views.

Verges within the village attract attention
in the growing season. Some residents
would like to see some verges unmown to
allow for a proliferation of wild flowers,
while others like to see them tightly mown.

Litter within the village is not a major
problem, with various litter bins being
used and regularly emptied.

Dog owners are generally well disciplined
and make good use of the two special
‘dog bins’.

Fly tipping is a problem down Low Lane, a
very quiet rural road. Ayelsbury Vale DC
responds promptly when it is notified of a
problem by residents.

The open spaces of
Cuddington

\




design statement.

and around the village

Recommendations

R25 To work together to ensure that the characteristics of this
compact, essentially rural community are preserved.

R26 Open spaces and outward views from the village are
important and should be protected where possible.

R27 To incorporate the need for appropriate and sensitive
developments within the village — from the use of traffic signs
and road markings to building design - in an over-arching village

R28 To re-seed grass verges where needed

R29 To look at preserving wild flowers on appropriate verges in

) 3 4+

For the purposes of this appraisal, a
footpath is defined as a walkway across
the countryside, and not one adjacent to a
road (i.e. a pavement).

Cuddington Parish Council works in close
association with Buckinghamshire CC
through the Parish Paths Partnership
Scheme.

Present situation

Cuddington has an extensive and well
co-ordinated network of footpaths.
These include: several well-
maintained circular walks within the
parish; a number of short walks
including one suitable for wheelchairs;
access to “Circular Walks” Nos. 3 and
12 (available from Bucks CC), the
Thame Valley Walk and the Bernwood
Jubilee Way.

Cuddington Footpaths Committee was
formed in the autumn of 2003 as a

A style on the edge of the village

working group of the Parish Council
and is charged with refurbishing the
stiles, gateways and bridges. Over the
last year it has also inserted dogways
at the side of stiles and installed or
renewed waymarks and waymarking
posts as necessary. A regular grass-
cutting programme has also been
implemented.

There are only two bridleways within
the parish. One runs from the bottom
of the village, past Ridgebarn Farm

15

Riders using the Ridgebarn bridleway.

and up to meet the C56 (Aylesbury
Road); the second one runs from
Bridgeway ending at a field with a
locked gate, but which does have a
footpath continuing towards
Chearsley.

Some funding has been awarded by
Cuddington Fete Committee in 2005
to enable the maintenance
programme to be continued.




Recommendations

R30 Continue to maintain and improve the walks while
bearing in mind we live in a rural area and do not want our
countryside to become a “theme park”.

R31 Try to link more of our walks with other parishes in
order to make more and longer circular walks, talking to
Haddenham Parish Council, for example, about creating a
new footpath on their side of the A418.

R32 Contact Bucks CC to discuss the creation of a new
footpath that would link footpath 3 (which then runs up the
drive of Ridgebarn Farm) to footpath 7 which goes across
to Gibraltar, removing the need for walkers to use the road.

R33 Improve the current network within our own parish,
ensuring that each stile is safe, secure and well-maintained
with no overhanging branches.

R34 Enlist Bucks CC help to clear footpaths 17 and 1.

R35 Produce a guide to local footpaths.

The main footpaths & bridleways
around Cuddington <

Nether Winchendo

@ Gibraltay
A418
Key:
= roads
.............. = footpaths
— e = bridleways
@ = reference no.

Haddenham
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There are approximately 50 young people currently resident in the village.

+ )

Cuddington has a large playing, field
established in 1953, and run by Cuddington
Playing Fields’ Association. It is situated on
the east part of the village with good access
from Bernard Close and from the main
Cuddington — Aylesbury road. Facilities
include a well-maintained field of 6-acres, a
clubhouse and car park.

Children old enough to play outside without
adult supervision often fail to use the playing
field for their ball games, preferring the much
more exposed and dangerous village cross

roads.

The Playing Field being used for pre-
Féte parade activities

and the harmony of the village.

Recommendations

R36 The need to make the playing fields attractive to the 8
— 14 year olds is of utmost importance for both their safety

Cuddington has a purpose-built children’s
play area in a secure area of the playing
fields. It is well-used by both pre-school
and junior school children and is a
valuable and much used village amenity.
Its upkeep falls within the remit of the
Parish Council and it is regularly
inspected and maintained.
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Recommendations

R37 Local fundraising will be required to buy new
equipment as and when the purpose-built play structures
need to be upgraded or replaced.

R38 The Parish Council values the efforts of the volunteers
responsible for the upkeep of the area. At a meeting held
in July 2004 to discuss children’s facilities, some of the
older children in the village expressed a willingness to get
involved with helping to maintain the play area. A working
party is to be established.

%1 78

The playing fields are used for cricket in the
summer and football in the winter.

There is football coaching on Saturday
mornings during the winter season and a
village cricket team during the summer.

Recommendations

R39 To ensure that newcomers to the village know of
these activities so that they will join and support them

A tennis club maintains two hard
courts, one of which is available for
non-members’ use on non-match
days. Floodlighting has recently been
installed. One of the courts is available
for other suitable ball games.

There is club coaching throughout the
year for all ages and abilities.

Recommendations

R40 To ensure that newcomers to the village know of
these activities so that they will join and support them

18
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The basket ball net which is sited near the children’s play area is thought to be
inadequate. The young people of the village have expressed a wish for some form of
hard play surface with an immovable goal or wall. They would like this to be away from
the tennis courts so their games do not hinder the tennis players and visa versa.

Recommendations

R41 A need for a separate hard-area for multi-purpose play
has been identified. The cost of provision needs to be
investigated

R42 The Parish Council is currently in discussion with the
Playing Fields Committee to look at the provision of a
‘football wall’ and its best location within the playing fields
away from the tennis courts.

R43 To fit permanent nets to the current goal posts.

19

The young people have expressed a desire for various clubs and activities to be held in
the Bernard Hall (see Amenities).

A major difficulty is providing sufficient numbers of suitable adults to run a youth club, in
addition many of the young people in the village have a full programme of after school
activities that, when coupled with their homework commitments, does not allow much
time for getting involved with any village initiatives. However, a number of children from
the village do go to youth clubs held on Friday evenings in Chearsley (once a month) and
in Haddenham (once a week).

Recommendations

R44 Find a gifted adult/adults prepared to run a youth
activity.

19
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Cuddington is a very active village with
many societies and clubs which are well
supported by residents. The needs of the
elderly are particularly well-recognised
and catered for. Steps are now being
taken to improve facilities for older
children and teenagers.

Societies

Women'’s Institute. Meets the
second Tuesday of the month at
2.30pm in the Playing Fields
Clubhouse.

History Society. Meets last
Tuesday evening of the month in
the Playing Fields Clubhouse
Gardening Club. Meets once a
month, either Monday or Tuesday,
in the Playing Fields Clubhouse
Sunshine Club. Meets fortnightly
at 2.00-4.00pm in the Playing
Fields Clubhouse for tea and

bingo. A transport scheme brings
other villagers from Chearsley and
Nether Winchendon

Cricket Club.

Tennis Club

Football Club. Haddenham Boys
play matches and hold training
sessions on the Cuddington
playing fields

Playing Fields Association and
Club

Allotment Society

Cuddington Bellringers.

The Village Féte

The annual Féte, which takes place in
early July each year, is a major supporter
of many of the Societies mentioned
above. ltis also an event in its own right
and a highlight in the village’s calendar of
activities.

The procession approaching the crossroads at a rece

nt village Féte

Recommendations

R45 To continue to support societies and publicise them
through the village notice boards, Village Voice and the
proposed new village website.




Post Office & Shop open daily 8.00am-1.00pm
and 2.00pm-5.30pm (early closing
Wednesday 1.00pm and Sunday 12 noon) -
01844 291372

Cuddington C of E First School - Headteacher
Mrs Pam Talbot 01844 291206

St Nicholas’s Church -

Vicar: Revd. Chris Denham 01844 291244
Churchwardens: Myles Saker 01844 291825
and Caroline Stonham 01844 292221

Friends from St. Nicholas - Nan Catell 01844
291313

Methodist Church - Betty Blake 01844 290372
The Crown - 01844 292222

Denise’s Hairdressers (closed Monday) -
01844 291277

Milk delivery from dairy in Thame - 01844
213859

Mobile library alternate Fridays —
Upper Green - 2.50-3.00pm

Parish Council —
Chairman Ken Birkby 01844 292921
Clerk Penny Carlton 01296 337559

Village Voice -
Distribution: Angela Sanderson 01844 291626
Editorial: Peggy Catell 01844 291313

Bernard Hall hire/bookings — Zoe Gibson
01844 291349
Allotments Society — Ted Ferris 01844 290011

Cricket Club — Mark Hughes-Morgan 01844
299233

Tennis Club — Jane Innes 01844 213374

Playing Fields Social Club — Laura Ewers 01844
299027

Women'’s Institute — Margaret Dorken 01844
291020

Sunshine Club — Sherry Scott 01844 291526

Gardening Club — Angela Wenham 01844
291932

History Society — Peter Wenham 01844 291932
Bellringing — Caroline Stonham 01844 292221
Police (other than 999) - 01296 396000

Doctor — Haddenham Health Centre 01844
291874

Dentist — Banks Cottage, Haddenham 01844
292118

Stoke Mandeville Hospital - 01296 315000

Vet — Roberts Road, Haddenham 01844
290400

Bus Enquiries —
Aylesbury Bus 0870 608 2608
Oxford Bus 01865 785400

Train Enquiries -
Chiltern Railways 0990 165165
National Rail 0845 7484950

Taxi — John Green 01844 290189

Refuse collection -
Wheelie Bin collection on Tuesday
mornings
Recycling baskets collection on alternate
Tuesdays (bottles every fourth Tuesday)
Recycling facilities in Banks Car Park,
Haddenham
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The Parish Council appointed a steering group to undertake this village appraisal and
produce the parish plan. The group consisted of Stuart Anderson, Peggy Cattell, Helen
Griffin, Jim Hayward, Angela Sanderson, Milly Soames, James & Caroline Stonham.

The steering group is particularly grateful to Nigel Carrick of Buckinghamshire
Community Action who has been extremely supportive and helpful and to Nicky Bolton
and Chris Blumer who have ‘pulled the whole thing together’. Our thanks also to Michael
Pegge for his contribution as chairman of the Traffic Action Group, and to Viv Birkby who
provided invaluable help with the village questionnaire.
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