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MARCH 
2010 

 
VOLUME THIRTEEN 

 

The Annual Meeting of the Bernard Hall takes place on Wednesday,  March 24th 
at  8 p.m. We hope that as many people as possible will attend to hear the report of 
last year’s activities and to find out what are the future plans for this very impor-
tant village amenity.  
 
The Annual Parish Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 21st April at 7.30 pm 
Please put both dates it in your diary now! Also see Page 4 for more information 
regarding the Annual Parish Meeting. 

From the 16th  to the 21st February 
Cuddington was able to experience 
the joys (and tribulations) of being 
a child without any of the guilt 
when the Youth Drama Group put 
on a musical version of Barrie’s 
Peter Pan in the Bernard Hall. 
Unsurprisingly all five nights were 
a sell-out; certainly on the night we 
went the hall was full of mums, 
dads and siblings, creating an at-
mosphere of excitement. There 
were also some terrifying pirates 
shouting “Aar Jim lad”, and a num-
ber of fairies. 
Before the curtain rose a full orchestra (or practically) under 
the direction of  Gary Hawkins got the evening going with 
appropriate music and away we went. 
Although the original story was written in 1904, this musical 
adaptation was written by Piers Chater-Robinson in the 
1990’s. The  music was largely light-hearted but did not inter-
fere with the story, which moved along very quickly with lots 
of noise and movement on the stage. Full use was made of the 
whole hall, with characters running up and down the aisle, to 
the delight of the audience. And a most realistic (but happily 
friendly) crocodile also wound its way round the auditorium, 
but ate hardly anyone. 
How about the flying, without which no Peter Pan story 
would be complete? Not wanting to incur the wrath of our 
friends from Health & Safety the director (Elaine English) 
cunningly made use of one of the dads by dressing him in 
black and having him act as an aeroplane, carrying the fliers 
above his head – surprisingly effective. 

Both scenery (Georgiana 
Dacombe and Chris Long) and  
the variety of costumes (Pauline 
Sullivan) were very professional, 
as was  the quality of the sound 
(Chris Long and Bethan James).  
The scenes shifted from the home 
of the Darling family, to Never 
Land, a mermaids’ lagoon, an 
Indian camp, a pirates’ ship and 
the Lost Boys’ hideout – all very 
well depicted. 
The Mermaids in particular de-
serve special mention; their scene 
(set on very realistic rocking 

waves that made most of the audience sea-sick) showed 
them looking something like the Spice Girls and singing 
appropriately. We all expected Simon Cowell to stand up 
and tell them they were through to the next round. 
When Tinkerbell sadly dies the audience is naturally en-
joined to shout loudly that they all believe in fairies; happily 
they all did so and Tinkerbell was brought back to us. 
Both acting and singing (not an easy combination for most 
youngsters) was of a high standard. Ilona Ecott and Charlie 
Titchen (Wendy and Peter Pan respectively on our night) 
were particularly good. In fact there were two alternate 
casts for the different nights, although most of the cast had a 
larger or smaller part each night. 
Congratulations to all of the people, large and small, named 
in the very comprehensive programme for all their contribu-
tions (including the very well-stocked bar!) 
We look  forward to the next production. 
 John Fortgang 

A scene from the recent production 
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Dear Friends, 
 
The Carbon Fast 
March in the church calendar is always a month when we are keeping Lent. For some people that 

will mean no more than giving up chocolate, wine or coffee. For others it might mean more serious "givings-up" or 
increasingly a "taking-on"   doing something to make a difference in the world. 
This year we are all challenged to try a Carbon Fast. The leading development charity, Tearfund, asks us to find sim-
ple ways to cut our carbon emissions. You can find more information in leaflets in St Nicholas Church or on Tear-
fund's website: www.tearfund.org/carbonfast 
 
You will be guided to calculate your carbon footprint so you can assess the damage before you start (a bit like standing 
on the scales at weightwatchers). You will then be asked to take actions such as becoming a part time "veggie", to take 
some journeys by public transport (not so easy from Cuddington, though you can always try the Tesco's bus!), or to 
have a romantic meal by candlelight to save electricity (a fondue would be a double bonus).  
Each week there is a day when the emphasis has been on prayer and on the spiritual aspects of managing with less and 
sharing more. This shows that carbon fasting is not a new fangled idea but an age long Christian challenge to live sim-
ply and give more time to God, people and the wonderful world he has created. If we look back in history we can see 
people like the Desert Fathers, the Moravians and even St Francis of Assisi as people who had a vision for finding the 
richness of God's grace in the simplicity of a life uncluttered by possessions. 
 
For many people the block between them and God is the pace of their lifestyles and much of that is driven by our in-
creasingly materialistic culture. So take a carbon fast this Lent and in the simpler lifestyle I hope you might begin to 
find some space for God. If you find this Lenten pathway leads you to him, your simple fasting will lead you to a feast 
of love and joy now and for eternity. Now that's true sustainability! 
 
Love and Prayers 
 
Margot Hodson 

From the Vicar 
 

At the beginning of February several members of the Group spent 
a very interesting and useful afternoon looking at other churches’ 
banners: we hoped to glean ideas for the one we want to make for 
St Nicholas.  We visited Thame, Dinton, Stone and Aylesbury and 
saw a wide variety of hangings ranging from the relatively plain 
and simple to the incredibly intricate ones in Dinton and Stone, 
which depicted their village life – not for us, quite yet! 
 

We came home full of enthusiasm, if a little chilled, and four days 
later we met again when there was much discussion on all we had 
seen.  By the end of our meeting we had agreed on a rough plan of 
what we shall try to produce, basing our ideas on the Christian 
year with different banners for each “season”.  Caroline Stonham 
and Lynne Devey will produce some designs, and at our next 
meeting in mid-April we shall decide which of these to use: the 
sewing of the banners can then begin.  We also thought it would be 
nice for a record to be kept of our work – a sort of diary illustrated 
with photographs – as has been done at Stone.  This record could 
live in the Church and perhaps make interesting reading for visi-
tors and our own parishioners alike. 
 

Anyone who would like to help with the sewing, cutting up mate-
rial, helping with the record, or even making coffee and tea to keep 
us all going as we work, will be more than welcome to join us; 
please call me on 291626. 
  

 Angela Sanderson 

Saturday 24th April 2010 
 7.00pm for wine and canapés and 7.30pm 

for the recital  
 
Roselle Collins (soprano) and Fiona Carr (piano) 

gave a greatly appreciated recital to a packed 
Bernard Hall last January.  This year they are 

joined by Claire Hawkes (clarinet), whose musi-
cal training started at the Aylesbury Music 

Centre and culminated as a Fellow at the Royal 
College of Music, London. 

 
Their attractive programme includes a charming 
song-cycle by Spohr for clarinet, voice and piano, 
songs by Mendelssohn, French songs, folk songs 

and clarinet solos. 
 

The proceeds will go to Kampala Music School 
and Jenny and Jessy Primary School, Kampala 

(linked to Cuddington and Dinton School).  
Tickets will be £15 (£12 for concessions) and £5 

for those under 16, available from Les at 
Cuddington Stores or from Myles Saker, 291825.   
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The death of Barbara Curtis on January 21st greatly 
saddened Cuddington W.I. Members, all of whom at-
tended the Thanksgiving Service for her life on 29th 
January. The beautiful flowers decorating the church 
were a token of their affection and the choice of Jeru-
salem as one of the hymns was of course a link with 
her years as a W.I . member. Another hymn "Eternal 
father strong to save / Whose arm had stilled the rest-
less wave" was a reminder of her wartime service in 
the W.R.N.S. at Bletchley Park, about which Barbara 
was always very reticent, although she did intrigue us 

from time to time with small glimpses of her life there. She also showed us 
the badge she received only last year in recognition of her services at 
Bletchley. Others also had the opportunity to see this badge when she wore 
it proudly at a coffee morning in the church last Autumn.  
 
Barbara joined Cuddington W.I . in 1995 and with her delightful, quirky 
sense of humour soon became a very popular member. As treasurer she kept 
our finances in good order. Barbara was a wonderful cook, and birthday 
parties as well as stalls at the fete etc. benefited from her very generous giv-
ing. She was a splendid hostess and the summer tea parties in her garden 
will long be remembered as will Barbara herself as a very special member 
of our group.  

January was a very cold month, Cud-
dington’s coldest since 1987. Maxi-
mum daytime air temperatures aver-
aged. 3.9 deg C (39 F); which is well 
over 3 deg. lower than normal. Night 
time air temperatures averaged minus 
1.0 deg C (30 F); two and a half de-
grees lower than normal. The actual 
highest and lowest daytime air tem-
peratures occurred on the 17th (8.9 deg 
C, 48 F) and 4th (minus 2.9 deg C, 27 

F). respectively The highest and lowest nighttime air temperature occurred on the 
19th (4.2 deg C, 40 F) and 7th (minus 8.2 deg C, 17 F) respectively. There were a 
total of 18 air frosts and 24 ground frosts, the lowest of which occurred on the 7th 
(minus 16 deg C, 3 F). 
 

The precipitation total for the month was academic - 59.3 mm (2.34 inches) fell 
compared with the 13-year average of 56.5 mm (2.22 inches). However, 16mm 
(0.63 inches) of the month’s total arrived as snowfall, between the 6th and 
13th,causing widespread disruption, as reported in last month’s Village Voice. 
 

Sky Notes: 
Clear skies tend to come at a premium in this country but when they do occur 
Cuddingtonians are well placed to get some wonderful views of the night sky, 
our natural heritage being preserved by the absence of streetlights in the village. 
During March, if the sky is clear, do go out and have a look at the planet Mars, 
which recently passed close to the Earth. By facing due south after dark and 
looking high up, Mars appears as a prominent and distinctly red/orange coloured 
‘star’ The two bright stars near mars and a little higher up are called Castor and 
Pollux, the heavenly twins and are the brightest stars in the constellation of Gem-
ini. Much lower down, towards the Southwest horizon, you will see the brightest 
star in the night sky, Sirius, the Dog Star. It twinkles (scintillates) wildly in many 
different colours; this is not caused by Sirius itself but is an effect of our turbu-
lent atmosphere  
 
If you do manage to observe Mars do keep in mind that you are looking at one of 
our nearest cosmic neighbours, and a mere 78 million miles away!….. 
 
 Sean Clarke 

Readers will recall the article in the 
November issue inviting residents to 
take part in a project whereby with the 
aid of a thermal imaging camera they 
can see the heat being lost by their 
house. 
Many people did take part and the 
results were shown at a fascinating 
presentation at the end of January in 
the Bernard Hall. 
After some introductory words by a  
representative  from the Energy Sav-
ings Trust Doug Kennedy explained 
the importance of  doing all we can to 
reduce carbon emissions. Fossil fuels 
will eventually run out,  and the Trust 
is endeavouring to tackle these prob-
lems. One major way is to ensure that 
our homes are properly checked and 
insulated to prevent unnecessary heat 
loss. 
The photographs were taken during the 
recent cold  spell, at night and in mi-
nus temperatures. The camera shows 
the amount of heat being lost from a 
building in the form of different col-
ours for different areas, dark colours 
showing less heat loss, lighter colours 
are bad news .Dark colours indicate 
temperatures of  between 0 and 2 de-
grees; poorly fitting windows  and 
other  heat loss areas show in lighter 
colours, indicating much as 7 or 8 de-
grees. 
All those present were prepared for  
their homesteads  to be  displayed for 
all to see how well (or badly) they 
fared under the infra-red spotlight and 
the Hall was filled with oohs and aahs 
as we saw how our neighbours scored 
and which houses to avoid in the cold 
weather. 
There is a lot we can do if our homes 
are losing warmth: we can insulate our 
walls and lofts, repair leaking roofs 
and ill-fitting windows, cure draughts 
and so on. Even secondary double-
glazing will help. If your boiler is on 
its last legs you may get help with a 
new one. Grants may be available. 
Further information can be obtained at 
www.energysavingstrust.org.uk . 
 Every little goes a long way. Remem-
ber that energy prices are certain to 
rise and it obviously makes sense to be 
as energy –efficient as you can. Let’s 
make Cuddington’s  carbon footprint a 
size1! 
  
 John Fortgang 
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Thirty six members of the History So-
ciety were welcomed by the Chairman, 
Peter Wenham, to the Annual General 
Meeting on a cold and wintry evening. 
After the minutes for the 2009 AGM 
were agreed Peter reported on the pre-
vious year’s activities which included 
a full and varied selection of speakers. 
Sadly Anne and David Holland have 
resigned as Secretary and Chairman in 
readiness for their impending move to 
Clacton. Peter thanked them for their 
sterling work and wished them good 
luck for the future. 
 

The committee was re-elected with 
Peter replacing David as Chairman and 
Maryon Pates replacing Anne as Sec-
retary. 
 

Some may have thought the most im-
portant business of the meeting was 
the discussion around whether the bar 
should open during the meetings or 
not! The pros and cons were put to the 
members very eloquently by Peter 
after which a vote was taken. Come to 
the next meeting if you want to know 
the outcome but be prepared to pay 
your Social Club membership if you 
are not already a member. 
 

After the AGM was completed Carol 
Fryer gave a most interesting talk enti-
tled “The Tradescants, Royal Garden-
ers and Curio Collectors”. 
 

Having set the scene Carol unravelled 
a tale of intrigue, romance, adventure, 
acquisition and unscrupulous avarice 
that culminated in the Tradescant Cu-
rio Collection being given to Oxford 
University by Elias Ashmole. Ashmole 

it would seem was devious in obtain-
ing the collection which Carol asserted 
should not be housed in the museum 
named after Ashmole but in a museum 
named after Tradescant. Carol con-
cluded by recommending a visit to the 
newly refurbished Ashmolean Mu-
seum in Oxford (pictured above). 

At the 17th AGM of the Garden-
ing Club our Chairman, Elsie 
Frost, reported on another suc-
cessful year with enjoyable 
visits and good lectures. She 
also thanked our Secretary An-

gela Wenham, who is retiring from the Committee, 
very much for all her years of service which have 
been hugely appreciated. We wish her all the best - 
she will be greatly missed but we are very lucky to 
have Rosemary Bradbury to replace her.  Elsie 
made a farewell presentation to Angela. 
 
The Speaker following the AGM was Anthony Powell whose lecture had to be 
cancelled last year due to inclement weather so we held our breath that it didn’t 
happen again and we were lucky!  Anthony trained at Hilliers Nurseries and Ask-
ham Bryan College and now works as a freelance Horticultural Consultant.  He 
started his excellent talk on The Scented Garden by reading an extract from Fran-
cis Bacon’s Essay on Gardens 1625 “And because the breath of flowers is far 
sweeter in the air (where it comes and goes, like the warbling of music), than in 
the hand, therefore nothing is more fit for that delight, than to know what be the 
flowers and plants that do perfume the air”. 
 
He talked about the subtlety of scent and the benefits derived from it, that gar-
dens should involve all our senses and the scented garden is there for everyone. 
 
Anthony then invited 2 members to take part in a blind smelling of various plant 
materials and it was interesting to see their perception of the same plant.  
Weather conditions will affect smell, the dew in the morning will release scent 
and sometimes a lovely scent can be in the air but it is difficult to locate its 
source. Scent can be very evocative reminding one of certain people, places or 
occasions, good or bad!! He urged people to appreciate scent and find one that 
they were in tune with. 
 
The talk was accompanied by slides and, judging by the number of questions at 
the end, it was much appreciated. 

 
The Gardening Club will be holding its annual Murphy Potato grow-
ing competition again this year. Seed potatoes and buckets will be 
distributed after the meeting on Monday 12th April. This competition 
is open to non-members and anyone who is interested should get in 
touch with David Jones, 18 Bernard Close, tel: 290838. The closing 
date for entries is Friday 9th April – so why not have a go and see if 
you can beat the record weight of 9lbs 1oz.? 

 
The next meeting the Gardening Club is on 8th March when Graham Pavey, who 
visited the Club 10 years ago will be talking on “Mistakes Other Gardeners 
Make”. 

Annual Parish Meeting  
 

This is the opportunity for everyone who cares about what is happening in Cud-
dington to air their views about village issues and also to find out what is hap-
pening.  It is not a Parish Council meeting, but a general meeting for everyone to 
participate in.    
 

The agenda will be compiled over the next few weeks and can include anything 
you want.  e.g. What projects should happen in the village, as the next priorities?  
How could the village be improved?  Village organisations/societies are invited 
to contribute to let everyone know what they do.  Send your views about what 
should be included on the agenda to Venetia Davies at 2 Church Close or by e-
mail. venetia.davies@talktalk.net 
   

The young and the not so young are cordially invited.  It is also a good opportu-
nity for newer residents to meet other villagers. Everyone is welcome to wine and 
soft drinks at the end of the meeting and continue the informal discussions. 

Elsie with Angela at her 
presentation 
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The February meeting's 
talk on Ribbon Flora Art 
by Mrs Doreen Kempton 
enthralled everyone. She 
began the afternoon by 

showing how an ordinary parcel 
could be enhanced by a spray of 
ribbon flowers placed across it . 
She then explained how these 

flowers, depending on their shapes 
and sizes, could be used for deco-
rating cakes, making a buttonhole, 
providing a medley of flowers to 
form a base for a candle etc. etc. 
etc. -there seemed no limit on what 
use could be made of them. She 
then showed us some examples of 
her work; some of the most exqui-
site were the smaller ones -lilies of 
the valley; for example, nestling in 
a small sheath of leaves were unbe-
lievably lifelike.  

 

Then the 
d e m o n s t r a -
tion began: 
after pointing 
out her gal-
axy of rib-
bons of all 

colours of the rainbow (pictured 
above in black and white!), Doreen 
showed us how, by use of a special 
gadget, she could strip a length of 
ribbon into narrow strips. She was 
then ready to make a flower: first a 
tiny blob to represent the centre 
and then the shape of the flower 
quickly developed. Doreen had 
soon produced a mass of not only 
flowers of different shapes and 
sizes but also butterflies emerged 
from her deft fingers.  
Now it was time for her audience 
to show what they could do - some 
tried with varying degrees of suc-
cess, but all took home an example 
of this art, either made by them-
selves or by Doreen, and by the 
enthusiastic comments it seemed 
that many will be practising this 
skill in future days. Thelma Parry's 
vote of thanks expressed the pleas-
ure we had all experienced that 
afternoon.  

                “Daffodils, 
That come before the swallow dares, and take 
The winds of March with beauty.” 
    -Shakespeare  

An example of Doreen’s Flora Art 

It is to be wondered how many Cuddington people, 
watching the Kasabian band win the award for the 
Best British Band on Tuesday, February 16th, knew 
of its link with our village.  

At the age of five their Manager, Graeme Lowe, 
moved to Cuddington with his parents and younger 
brother. After his years at Lord Williams’ and his 
time in further education Graeme went into the music 
business. He had many successes with the various 
bands he managed, and then in 2002 he was invited 
to take over a group of unknown young musicians 

who played under the name of Kasabian. Since then Graeme has taken them 
to many venues in Europe, Australia , Malasia and Japan and they have be-
come the support band to Oasis, playing with them at the Wembley Stadium 
to audiences of 90,000 each night. They have also played to even larger 
audiences of up to 100,000 at all the major festivals. Two million of their 
records have already been sold, and now they have achieved this very pres-
tigious award.  

Not only does Graeme have his links with Cuddington , but so do these Ka-
sabian boys for, in common with the other groups Graeme has managed, 
they have spent much time with him in Frog Lane, writing their songs and 
then relaxing in the Crown.  
 
So not only congratulations to our Cuddington lad but also to the Kasabian 
boys with their Cuddington links.  

March 
Tuesday 2nd 10.30 a.m.  Coffee Morning in Church 
Wednesday 3rd 8.00 p.m.      Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 8th 7.30 p.m.       Gardening Club: Talk “Mistakes other 
     Gardeners make” 
Tuesday 9th 2.30 p.m.        W.I. Birthday Meeting 
Tuesday 16th 7.30 p.m.        History Society : Talk  “Intrepid Women travellers” 
Wednesday 24th 8.00p.m.  Annual Meeting of the Bernard Hall (see page1)   

Saturday 27th  7.30 p.m.       Haddenham Witchert Chorale Concert in 
     St. Mary’s Church 
 
April 
Friday 2nd 2.00p.m.        Good Friday Meditation 
Sunday 3rd 10.00a.m.       Easter Family Communion Service 
Wednesday 7th 8.00 p.m.      Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 12th 7.30 p.m.       Gardening Club Social Event 
Tuesday 13th 2.30 p.m.        W.I Talk on Crime Prevention by  PCSO Sue Jones 
Saturday 17th 2.00 p.m.        Sunshine Club Spring Bazaar 
Tuesday 20th 7.30 p.m.        History Society: Talk “Evidence from School 
     Log Books” 
Wednesday 21st 7.30p.m.  Annual Parish Meeting (see page 4)   

 

Kasabian back-
stage—courtesy of 
the BRIT Awards 
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Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Myles Saker, 291825 and Caroline Stonham, 292221) 

March 2010 
 
3rd 9.30 am     PRAYERS 
 

7th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to  
  “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
 

14th 10.00 am   MOTHERING SUNDAY 
  Family Service with Baptism 
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  
  involvement of young musicians. 
 

21st 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service    

 11.30 am   Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
   
28th  10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 
   to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.    

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

The churchyard is a lovely feature of our vil-
lage. Like all gardens it needs regular attention. 
So we need willing hands please to help with 
these tasks at St. Nicholas. If you could help on 
an occasional basis as part of a team, it would 
be much appreciated and it should be fun!  
Please contact Alan Marsh, Rose Tree Cottage, 
Lower Church Street,  phone 01844 292466, 
e-mail alan@afmscmatno7.plus.com. 

“Let no man boast himself he has got 
through the perils of winter ‘til at least 
the 7th May” 
 Anthony Trollope, 1815-1882 
 
The snow was still falling when Joan 
looked out of her kitchen window and 
spotted a Long Tailed Tit fussing 
about in the bushes at the foot of our 
plum tree. 
Knowing that these delightful little 
birds usually move about in groups, 
she continued to watch but no others 
appeared, and a while later it flew 
away. 
 
Long Tailed Tits are among the most 
intriguing of our small birds. They are 
master nest builders (in all my life I 
have seen only two, and both were in 
Wales). The nest is oval and long in 
shape and is usually sited in thick foli-
age such as bramble. It is built of moss 
'laced' together with hair and lined 
with feathers. Entry/exit is made 
through a hole near the top. You may 
ask how this is managed with such a 
long tail. Well this little bird folds its 
tail forward over its head before enter-
ing and retains this position until it 
exits. You may also ask how it sur-
vives the extremes of winter tempera-
ture-- this is done by the habit of 
grouping very close together at night. 
However in severe conditions casual-
ties are high, but Nature compensates 
for this with egg clutches averaging 8-
12. 

This half term continues to be crammed 
with exciting visits and opportunities for 
the children. Our reception class visited 
Oxford Museum to explore the models and 
fossils for their Dinosaurs topic, whilst 
Year 1 visited Banbury Museum to find 
out all about Toys from the Victorian era. 

This culture injection will continue when our Year 3 and Year 4 classes venture 
into London next month to visit either the Natural History or Science Museum. 
 

Wycombe Wanderers Football Club have invaded the school these past few 
weeks providing coaching for several of our classes, as well as running an after 
school club for our older children. Sadly, no signings as yet… 
 

Our School Travel Plan has now achieved Level 3 Status which we hope will 
increase awareness of parking and travel arrangements around the school site. 
We maintain constant communication between local residents, parents and local 
authorities in order to make further progress. 
 

Future events include our World Book Day celebrations and our Arts Week when 
we look forward to resident artists working creatively with the children. A family 
service is being held in Cuddington Church on Monday March 8th at 9.05am, and 
you are all most welcome to attend. 
 

This Spring Term concludes on Wednesday 31st March, and school reopens for 
the Summer Term on Monday 19th April. 


